This letter is an example of one way to remind your permit holders about wet weather requirements.  Feel free to tailor it to fit your program.

September 27, 2002

Dear Permit Holders:

With another rainy season approaching, I would like to remind you that wet weather measures, will go into effect on October 1st and remain in effect until April 30th.  Also, I would like to reinforce some of the City’s currently held erosion policies.  Please make note of the following items:

Ground Cover

All bare ground must be covered within 7 days of disturbance.  Ground cover is defined as a protective layer of straw or other suitable material applied to the soil surface.  It provides immediate protection from erosion.  As shown in the Erosion Prevention/Sediment Control Planning and Design Manual, acceptable materials for ground cover include: 2 inches minimum of uniformly spread straw mulch; well composted organic matter free of metals plastics and other foreign matter applied uniformly at a depth of 1-3 inches, depending on slope; Wood chips or grindings spread uniformly at a depth of 1-3 inches, depending on slope; and gravel or crushed rock spread uniformly at 3 inches depth.

Erosion Control Plan Requirements

Submittals of erosion prevention/sediment control plans are required for all permit applicants.  Each plan shall present in a clear fashion, information demonstrating what preventive measures will be taken to avoid sediment from leaving the site.  At minimum the plan must include the following with details:  existing and proposed contour lines with elevations indicating slope; locations for storage of excavated materials; property lines; location of all existing natural features within a 200 ft parameter of the project; location of all existing and proposed channels, swales, or drainage pipes, which convey either storm water or ground water; location of gravel entrance(s) with geotextile liner; location of sidewalk sub grade and/or sediment fences; and the type and location of catch basin protection.

Enforcement
Enforcement of permit violations occur in a three step progression:

1st  – A written or verbal notice of the inspection findings and required corrections.

2nd – Should corrections not be implemented by the required deadline, a notice of non-compliance     

         will be issued with the required corrections.

3rd – Should corrections remain un-addressed a stop work order will be issued.

               Additionally, a stop work order may be issued any time a permit violation occurs.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (503) 723-2532.  

Sincerely,

Shaun Rohret, CPESC

Erosion Control Inspector

Environmental Services Division

